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THE INNOMINE CHORALE LTD.

About the middle of 1976, a handful of enthusiasts decided to form a choir. The beginning
was the same as that of many choirs. The difference is that this particular group started with a
vision — to share the joy and life in Christ with others through music. They share this vision with
other Christians and the number of members started to grow steadily.

Mr. Stanley Cheng who had just returned from the U.S.A. after a year’s extensive study in
music, consented to be the conductor of the choir. And so, by the end of 1976, a committee was
organized and training began in January, 1977. At first, the choir rehearsed in Tsim Sha Tsui
Baptist Church. Now, she has her regular rehearsals at Mong Kok Baptist Church.

In July 1977, the Innomine Chorale registered as a non-profit making organization. Since the
formation, the Chorale has been invited to sing in various occasions: making recording in RHK
for a collection of Easter Hymns in 1977 and singing in conferences and meetings: The Hong
Kong for Christ Crusade, Baptist Convention Music Training Camp, Kowloon City Baptist Church
Revival Meeting, C. & M. A. Hebron Church the Gospel Saturated Movement 1978, and many
other evangelistic meetings in different churches.

Besides, in 1980, a successful “Good—Friday Sunrise Service in Music”” had been held at
Baptist College Campus in company with Academic Community Church and Christian
Communications Ltd.

Further, with the assistance and arrangement of “Overseas Radio & Television Inc.” and
“South East Asia Association for the Promotion of Christian Church Music Ltd.” several
concerts and evangelistic meetings had been held in Taiwan in the summer of 1980.

In September 1977, the Chorale gave her first annual concert at the City Hall. A lot of advice
and encouragement were given. To-day is our eighth annual concert.

Christians interested in singing are welcome to join our Chorale.
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PROGRAMME NOTES

The Christian faith is built on the message of love : God’s love
reaching down to the human race and man’s response of love through
commitment and service. In a world of increasing cruelty, hatred and
dissension, what is a more appropriate message than one which lauds
the sacrificial and redeeming love of Christ and expresses, though in
a finite way, man’s feeble and incomplete love to God. It is therefore
the desire of the “Innomine Chorale” in its Annual Concert to bring
this witness of love and praise to the reality and the focus of our
Christian living. The choralers join their voices and hearts in presenting
this program as they open the evening’s concert with the phrase: “My
God, Ilove Thee.”

The choralers attempt to express this “Theme” through the works
of both classical and contemporary composers. The music is contrast-
ing in style which shows the numerous ways in which we can praise
God.

The program opens with Jane Marshall’s setting of a 17th century
poem. Its harmonic structure is contemporary with a touch of modal
flavour. The setting of Psalm 23rd by Joseph Haydn is adapted from
the Mass in G major. It portrays the pastorale in the style of the
classical period with the lilt of the compound duple meter and the
lightness of tone colour. “Come,let us Sing” from Mendelssohns’
“95th Psalm” is a choral work on a larger scale employing the con-
trapuntal technique through-out the recurring motive of the four
repeated scores unified the several different fugal subjects. The first
part is exuberant and excited while the second part, written as a canon,
is more solemn and devotional.

The folloming number by Tschaikowsky is in a contrasting
style. The Russian Romantic master’s treatment of vocal range and
antiphonal singing is characterized in this rich and colorful anthem
on the Greek liturgy. The next number is a motet written for five
voice parts by Johnannes Brahms. It portrays still another style of
the Romantic Period with its sustained and expressive phrasing. The
classical portion of the program ends with an interesting short anthem
by the 20th century composer Gustav Holst. Again, it is somewhat
modal and attempts to depict the color of the church hells.

The second and last groups consist of anthem and hymn arrange-
ments of a less classical nature, although still being compositions of
fine qualities. They were mostly written or arranged in this decade.
Some even adapt the style and idioms of folk and popular music,
however without getting irreverent and frivolous.

The third group of songs are all written by Mr. P. L. Yeung, a
fine local composer of sacred music. His melodies are pleasant and
a joy to listen to, therefore the message comes across directly to the
audience.

On the other hand, the vitality of the Christian message permeates
through each line and phrase. We hope this will not only be an evening
of fine sacred music, but also one with life changing power and con-
sequently spiritually uplifting response from the audience.
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1. MY ETERNAL KING

My God, I love Thee, not because I hope for heav'n thereby,

Nor yet because who love Thee not must die eternally.
Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me upon the cross embrace;
For me didst bear the nails, the nails and spear,

And manifold disgrace.

Why, then why, O blessed Jesus Christ,

Should I not love Thee well?

Not for the hope of winning heav'n, or of escaping hell;
Not with the hope of gaining aught, not seeking a reward;
But as Thyself hast loved me, O ever loving Lord!

E'en so I love Thee, and will love,

And in Thy praise will sing;

Solely because Thou art my God, and my Eternal King.

3. OOME, LET US SING

Come, let us sing!

Sing to the Lord with gladness,

And let us rejoice in His strength.

Come, let us sing!

Sing to the Lord with gladness.

Come to His presence with a song of thanksgiving,
And with tuneful rejoicing.

For the Lord is a mighty God

And a mighty ruler over all false idols.

For the Lord is a mighty God.

II.

4. OH, BLEST ARE THEY

Oh, blest are they, raptured now thrice-fold;

They that dwell with Thee in celestial haven,

Oh, blessed holy ones are thine own.

Blest are they now and forever; let them rest in peace.
Oh, blest are they, — thrice-fold;

Now rest they ever in celestial home.

Let their remembrance be forever to all nations!
Alleluia, Alleluia!

5. MOTET

Create in me, O God, a pure heart,
And grant.a new, grant a right spirit within me.
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6. ETERNAL FATHER

gEternal Father, who didst all create,

In whom we live, and to whose bosom move,

To all men be Thy name known, which is Love,

Till its loud praises sound at heaven's high gate.
Perfect Thy kingdom in our passing state,

That here on earth Thou mayst as well approve

Our homage as Thou ownest theirs above

Whose joy we echo, and in pain await.

Grant body and soul each day their daily bread:
And should in spite of grace fresh use begin,
Even as our anger soon is past and dead,

Be Thy remembrance mortal of our sin.

By Thee in paths of peace Thy sheep be led,

And in the vale of terror comforted.

Eternal Father, who dist all create,

In whom we live, and to shose bosom move,

To all men be Thy name known, which is Love,

Till its loud praises sound at heaven's high gate.
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11. THE LORD IS THE MAN OF WAR

The Lord is the man of war

Lord is his name.

Pharoah's chariots, and his host,
Hath he cast into the sea.

He's chosen captain also drowned
In the Red Sea.
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12.ROCK — A MY SOUL

Rock, rock my soul in the bosom of Abraham
0 Lord, O,rock-a my soul,

When I went down to the valley to pray,
0, rock-a my soul,

My soul got happy and I stayed all day,
Oh, rock-a my soul.

0, Rock-a my soul,

when I was a mourner just like you,

0, rock-a my soul,

I mourned and mourned til I come through,
0, rock-a my soul.

Rock-a my soul in the bosom of Abraham,
Rock-a my soul.



13. LA VERGINE DEGLI ANGELI

La vergine degli angeli vi copra del suo manto.
E voi protegga vi gile di dio lan gelo santo.

14. AMEN

Amen, amen, amen....

(The glory of the light of heaven will cover with protection.
The holy angels of the Lord will watch over you day and night.)

V.

15. A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our foe ddth seek to work us woe;

His craft and pow'r are great, and armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,

Our striving would be losing,

Were not the right Man on our side,

The Man of God's own choosing.

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;

Lord Sabaoth His name, from age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.

A mighty fortress is our God!

A mighty fortress, a bulwark never failing is our God!
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18. KING OF KINGS — LORD OF LORDS

Hear the voice of your servant,

A man sent of God to bear witness of hope for the nations.
There will be one come after whose message to us

Will bring life from the Father in heaven.

He is light that is come to a world that is dark;

His is love and around Him is hatred.

Even few of His own ever saw Him as truth,

But He comes even now to forgive them.

Hosanna! The whole world is singing!

The hope of all ages is come.

Sing His praise, sing His greatness;

Let ev'ry one know He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
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20 RROBE S HOAT R 2 21. WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS?
RPEEZOHRE » RISEAFTEEOITE What wondrous love is this, O my soul.
= =i = What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss,

AFRBEMETS , ARME? MEBSERM To bear the dreadful curse for my soul.
TRt H R B A — 26 , MR, ARBMDESEE To God and to the Lamb I wi!l sing.

N _ To God and to the Lamb who is the great "I am",
FRBATER , Wk TR FHTMAY . _Eig While millions join the theme, I will sing.
BEBMNTHOHBAREOR , ABTE? REMB I will sing unto my God, unto Him will I sing!
SR o And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on,

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be,

RERM , ROBESHFIHE, EFHE, And through eternity I'1l sing on.

HEEE , RERW , g EERERER,
BRIIKFERWIE, Alleluial
WRETREZMFAIHRE , Alleluial
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