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THE INNOMINE CHORALE LTD.

About the middle of 1976, a handful of enthusiasts decided to form a choir. The beginning
was the same as that of many choirs. The difference is that this particular group started with a
vision — to share the joy and life in Christ with others through music. They share this vision with
other Christians and the number of members started to grow steadily.

Mr. Stanley Cheng who had just returned from the U.S.A. after a year’s extensive study in
music, consented to be the conductor of the choir. And so, by the end of 1976, a committee was
organized and training began in January, 1977. At first, the choir rehearsed in Tsim Sha Tsui
Baptist Church. Now, she has her regular rehearsals at Mong Kok Baptist Church.

In July 1977, the Innomine Chorale registered as a non-profit making organization. Since the
formation, the Chorale has been invited to sing in various occasions: making recording in RHK
for a collection of Easter Hymns in 1977 and singing in conferences and meetings: The Hong
Kong for Christ Crusade, Baptist Convention Music Training Camp, Kowloon City Baptist Church
Revival Meeting, C. & M. A. Hebron Church the Gospel Saturated Movement 1978, and many
other evangelistic meetings in different churches.

Besides, in 1980, a successful “Good—Friday Sunrise Service in Music”” had been held at
Baptist College Campus in company with Academic Community Church and Christian
Communications Ltd.

)

Further, with the assistance and arrangement of “Overseas Radio & Television Inc.”” and
“South East Asia Association for the Promotion of Christian Church Music Ltd.” several
concerts and evangelistic meetings had been held in Taiwan in the summer of 1980.

In September 1977, the Chorale gave her first annual concert at the City Hall. A lot of advice
and encouragement were given. To-day is our seventh annual concert.

\' Christians interested in singing are welcome to join our Chorale.
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PROGRAMME NOTES

What is more appropriate than singing praises to the Lord during this festive
season in celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. This annual concert by the “Inno-
mine Chorale’ takes on a special purpose in preaching the message of the birth of
our Savior. The theme ‘“No&l’” may sound common, but the content of our pro-
grame is indeed very special. You shall hear anthems and hymns of praises by both
classical and contemporary composers, from Handel to Randall Thompson, a christ-
mnas choral cantata “The Hope of the World” that illustrates the birth of Christ in
easy-listening melody and harmony, a hosts of beautiful carols from different parts
of the world: American spirituals (Go tell it on the Mountain, Behold the Star),
old French (Come, Come Away, The Virgin and Child , With Friendly Cattle’,
Round) and English (We Shepherds Sing) folk carols, and last but not least, some
very familiar christmas music in special arrangement. This will turn out to be an
evening you will cherish. Not because of the choir or the conductor, but because
of the programme, no matter from what country, in what style or method of com-
position, it glorifies the birth of our Savior Child.
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10.
11.
12.

PROGRAMME

BEEERRF

E1E [ SREAB L BE I R Ewt

% BEY L RS | SRRt
REJOICETHELORDISKING. . . ... ... .. ... i Cecil E. Lapo
THE LASTWORDOFDAVID .. ... ... ... .. . ... ... Randall Thompson
SING PRAISESTOTHELORD. .. .................. G.F.Handel (1685—1759)
IWILLLIFTUPMINEEYES . .. ... ... ... ... .. ... ... .... Morten Lauridsen
A“GLORIA”. . John B. Haberlen
FEOEFMES. .. e German Traditional
D B A o ottt ii e e nes saes 12141% s9eh
BWEAN ... e Roland Smart
THEHOPEOFTHEWORLD ... ........ ... ... . .. .. ..... P.A. Schnecker

— Introductory Chrous

— Part [-The Sheperds

— Part II-The wise men

— Closing Chorus—Hail, royal Babe!
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13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23,

24.

GO TELLIT ON THE MOUNTAIN

THE VIRGIN ANDCHILD. . .. ............. ...
COME, COME AWAY . ... .......... ......
WITH FRIENDLY CATTLE’ ROUND . .

WE SHEPHERDS SING .. .. ...............

......... . .Paul Mickelson

........ William L. Dawson

....... Christmas Spiritual
arranged by John. W. Work

..... Gabirel Faure

........... Aline Pendleton

...... Edmand Pendleton

........... Thomas Weelkes

(1575-1623)

............ F.A. Gevaest

........... Gustav Holst

. . .Noel Regney, Gloria Shayne
............. G.F. Handel

Arranged by Ralph Carmichael

.......... Old French Carol
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1. REJOICE! THE LORD IS KING
Rejoice!

Rejoice the Lord is King! Your Lord and
King adore. Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, And
triumh ever more! Lift up your heart, lift
up your voice, Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, give thanks, and
sing, Rejoice! Jesus, the Saviour reigns, The
God of truth and love; When He had purged
our sins, He took His seat above! Lift up
your heart, Lift up your voice! Rejoice again
I say, Rejoice!

Rejoice! His kingdom cannot fail, He rules o’er
earth and heav’n; The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus giv'n: Lift up your heart,
lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
Amen.

2. THE LAST WORDS OF DAVID

He that ruleth over men, must be just, must
be just, must be just, ruling in the fear of God,
ruling in the fear of God, the fear of God.

And he shall be as the light of the morning,
when the sun riseth, even a morning without
clouds, as the tender grass springing out of
the earth by clear shining, after rain, after
rain, after rain.

Alleluia, Amen.

3. SING PRAISES TO THE LORD

Sing Praises unto the Lord, O ye saints of
his, and give thanks unto him, unto him for
a remembrance of his holiness.

I will remember thy name from one generation
to another, therefore shall the people give
thanks unto thee, amen, world without end,
Amen.

4. I WILL LIFT UP MINE EYES

I will lift up mine eyes, unto the hills, from
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from
the Lord, which made heaven and earth. He
will not suffer thy foot to be moved, he that
keepth thee, he that keepth Israel shall neither
slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper;
the Lord is thy shade up in thy right hand.
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the
moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee
from all evil, he shall preserve thy soul. The
Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy
coming in, from this time forth, and even
for ever more. I will lift up mine eyes.

5. A “GLORIA”

Glory to God in the highest; Praise the Lord,
sing of Him, Glory to God in the highest.

O magnify the Lord our God, and fall down
before Him. Magnify the Lord our God, and
worship Him, for the Savior is come.

The Savior is come. O magnify the Lord our
God, O magnify the Lord, the Savior is come.
Glory to God in the highest; Praise the Lord,
sing of Him.
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9. THE HOPE OF THE WORLD
A Choral Cantata for Christmas

Ring forth, ye bells, with clarion sound, Forget
your knells, let mirth abound; For Christ was
born today, for Christ was born to day. Forget
your notes of mournful moan, And from your
throats pour joyous tones; The Christ was
born today. From evry steeple rings the
chime, Ring, This glorious happy Christmas
time, Ring, And ‘“Peace on earth, good will
toward men”’ Is what they seem to say.

There were shepherds abiding in the field,
watching, their flocks by night. And lo! the
angels of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shone round about them.
And the angel said unto them: Fear not! For,
behold I bring you tidings, good tidings of
great joy. For unto you is born this day a
Saviour, for unto you is born this day a Sa-
viour, which is Christ, Christ the Lord. Then
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host and the air was filled with
music. Strangely sweet. It rose and fell in the
glowing light That illumined Bethlehem’s
plain, and filled the soul with the ecstasy of
its grand inspiring strain; In tones harmoniously
divine Resounded from the sky The burden
of its praise sublime. Glory to God on high!
Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! Glory
be to God on high!

All is hushed, and calm and still, The sighing
breeze has died away. The rippling of the
distant rill Has ceased its whilom roundelay
A snowy mantle’s lightly thrown O’er earth,
And in the silver sheen Of countless stars and
placid moon The world doth lie a wondrous
scene. From out the jeweled dome of heaven
One star more clear and bright Than all the
rest that gemmed the sky Shed over all a holy
night. Who are those that move upon the
mountain side Casting soft shadows on the
ground? O’er the new, light fallen snow they
glide, Nor by their footfalls break the quiet
profound. See! their eyes are fixed on yonder
dazzling star By its rays led unto a dwelling
mean. They are the Eastern Magi from afar
To view the birth place of the Nazarene. We
have seen His star in the east, and have come
to worship Him.

Hail, royal babe! Hosanna! Thou gracious
hope of nations yet unborn! Hail, King of
Kings! Hosanna! The grieving world through
Thee shall cease to mourn! Shout your
gladness! Let all the earth rejoice! Spread the
good tidings over hills and vale! In paeans
of praise, with one triumphant voice. All hail!
The Messiah hail! All hail!

grieving
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13. SHOUT HALLELUJAH!

Shout, Hallelujah! Hallelujah to the new born
King!

Hallelujah! Come hear the message of the joy
we bring! Shout, Hallelujah! The Father’s gone
’n’ sent to us a new born King!

Hallelujah! Go tell the good news He was born
today! Shout, Hallelujah! O Baby Jesus gonna
take our sins away!

The angels, they say, came down from glory,
Yes, Hallelujah, Lord! ‘N’ some shepherds on
a hill heard the story, Glory, Hallelujah to the
new born King!

This baby was born in a stable bare, Yes, Halle-
lujah, Lord! And these kings saw this star
‘n’ came to see Him there, Glory, Hallelujah,
Lord!

Shout, Hallelujah to the new born King!

14. BEHOLD THE STAR

Behold the star! Behold the star up yonder!
Behold the star! It is the star of Bethlehem.
There was no room found in the Inn. (It is
the star of Bethlehem.) Him who was born
free from sin. (It is the star of Bethlehem.)

The wise men came from the East. (It is the
star of Bethlehem). To worship Him, the
“Prince of Peace”. (It is the star of Bethlehem.)

A song broke forth upon the night. (It is the
star of Bethlehem.) It is the star of Bethlehem,
peace, peace on earth, goodwill to men. It is
the star of Bethlehem, Behold the star! behold
the star up yonder! Allelujah, behold the star!

15. GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and
ev'ry where! hm, Go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

Shepherds kept their watching o’er silent
flocks by night, Behold throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.

Shepherds feared and trembled when lo!
above the earth Rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Saviour’s birth.

Down in a lowly manger our humble Christ
was born, and God sent us salvation, that
blessed Christmas morn.



16. THE VIRGIN AND CHILD

Lulay, by by, The Virgin sang to her child,
While still in manger Jesus doth lie, An Infant
so tender and mild. Now sweetest Lord, since
Thou art King, Why liest here in a stall? Why
didst Thou not Thy cradle bring To some
great royal hall.

“My Mother Mary, King I be, Though I be laid
on hay in stall, Lords and dukes shall worship
Me, and so shall knights and monarchs all.”
Lullay, by by, Lullay. The Child then spake,
whilst she did sing, And to His Mother say,
Now let Me rest upon thy breast, And sing
by, by, lullay.

17. COME, COME AWAY

Come, come, come away, Let fly your cares
asunder; Noel! Noel is here, O wonder!

Hear ye all both young and old, News as
strange as ever told; What they say most my-
sterious, Open up your ears to hear us, Let
the tale itself unfold.

“Gloria” the angels sing; As the Virgin bears
the King. Joseph with a candle lighted, Twist
the ox and ass is sighted Tending to each
blessed thing.

18. WITH FRIENDLY CATTLE’ ROUND

The long and weary journey to Bethlehem
was o’er, When Joseph came with Mary and
knocked up on the door: “Kind Sir, afford us
shelter To-night, we humbly pray, This maid
is tired and weary And must her burden lay.”
“No room, wake up my neighbor, Or poorer
quarters seek, For only great and wealthy
Are welcome here this week.” “Alas, my
strength is failing, No farther can I go!” “Take
heart, we’ll soon be finding, Another inn or
so.” “Kind sir, pray let us rest here, And can
you spare a bed?” “No farther” “No, no, the
very best here Is but the cattle shed.” “Praise
God for the manger With straw on the ground,
The Babe shall be no stranger With friendly
cattle round, With friendly cattle round.

19. WE SHEPHERDS SING

We shepherds sing, we pipe, we play, to cele-
brate this festive day, to celebrate this festive
day.Falala........

This beautiful morn the child was born, O sing
and rejoice. We dance with mirth to honor
His birth, O sing and rejoice. Falala .......

20. A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS SONG

Jesus gentle babe, Saviour sweet and holy,
Born on Christmas night, Laid in manger
lowly; Shepherds first by angels led, Worship
round that humble bed, Then in adoration,
Bringing their oblation, Myrrh and frankincense
and gold, sages gifts unfold: For this Child,
meek and mild, is the King of kings foretold.
The angels in chorus sweet have sung Noel!
Let earth’s gladsome voice repeat the song
they swell! Noel! Sing we all Noel! Lowly
meek and tender, Veiling heav’nly splendor
In that manger stall; Lamb like there reposing,
Heav'nly love disclosing, Bringing peace to all,
Bringing peace to all.

Jesus gentle babe, Taught by mother mild,
Learnt to lisp a prayer, E’en as any child,
Learnt his infant voice to raise Joyfully to
God in praise, And in accents tender, Tune-
fully to render Holy song and carol sweet,
For an offering meet. So we may day by day
Follow in His Holy way. The angels in chorus
sweet have sung Noel. Let earth’s gladsome
voice repeat the song they swell! Noel! Sing
we all Noel! Come my soul with gladness,
Banish fear and sadness, Now no longer moutn,
now no longer mourn; For, to earthly mother,
Jesus Christ thy brother, Christ the Lord is
born. The angels in chorus sweet have sung
Noel! Let earth’s gladsome voice repeat the
song they swell! Noel! Sing we all Noel!



21. CHRISTMAS DAY

Good Christian men, rejoice with heart, and
soul, and voice; Give ye heed to what we say!
News! News! Jesus Christ is born today: Ox
and ass before Him bow, And He is in the
manger now. Christ is born today!

God rest you merry, gentlemen, Let nothing
you dismay, Remember Christ our Saviour
was born on Christmas day, To save as all from
woe and sin, When we were gone astray. O
tidings of comfort and joy.

In Bethlehem, in Jewry, This blessed Babe was
born, And laid with a manger, Upon that
holy morn; The which His Mother Mary, did
nothing take in scorn, O tidings of comfort and
joy.

Good Christian men, rejoice With heart, and
soul and voice; Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Joy! Jesus Christ was born for this! He hath
oped the heav’nly door, And man is blessed
ever more. Christ was born for this!

Come, ye lofty, come, ye, lowly, Let your
songs of gladness ring; In a stable lies the
Holy, In a manger rests the King: See, in Mary’s
arms reposing, Christ by highest heav’n adored:

Come, your circle round Him closing, Pious
hearts that love the Lord. Come, ye poor,
no pomp of station Robes the Child your
hearts adore: He, the Lord of all salvation,
Shares your want, is weak and poor: Oxen,
round about behold them, Rafters naked,
cold and bare, See the shepherd, God has told
them That the Prince of Life lies there. Come,
ye children, blithe and merry, This one Child
your model make; Christmas holy, leaf, and
berry, All be prized for His dear sake, Come,
ye gentle hearts, and tender, Come, 'ye spirits,
keen and bold; All in all your homage render,
Weak and mighty, young and old. High above
a star is shining, And the Wisemen haste from
far: Come, glad hearts, and spirits pining:
For you all has risen the star. Let us bring
our poor oblations, Thanks and love and
faith and praise: Come, ye people, come,
ye nations, All in all draw nigh to gaze. Born
is the King of Israel.

Now to the Lord sing praises, All you within
this place, And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace; This holy tide of
Christmas All others doth deface. O tidings of
comfort and joy.

Good Christian men, rejoice with heart, and
soul and voice; Now ye need not fear the
grave: Peace! Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one, and calls you all, To gain His
ever lasting hall! Christ was born to save!

22. DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR

Said the night wind to the little lamb.

“Do you see what I see? ‘Way up in the sky,
little lamb. Do you see what I see? A star,
Dancing in the night, with a tail as big as a
kite. Said the little lamb to the shepherd
boy, “Do you hear what I hear? Ringing thru
the sky, shepherd boy, Do you hear what
I hear? A song, high above the tree, With a
voice as big as the sea.” Said the shepherd
boy to the mighty king, “Do you know what
I know? In your palace warm, mighty King,
Do you know what I know? A Child, shivers
in the cold, Let us bring Him silver and gold.”
Said the king to the people ev’rywhere, ““Listen
to what I say: Pray for peace, people evry-
where! Listen to what I say: The Child, sleeping
in the night, He will bring us goodness and
light, Bring us light.”

23. JOY TO THE WORLD!
HALLELUJAH!

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Hallelujah!
Let earth receive her King; Hallelujah! For
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let ev’ry
heart prepare him room, Hallelujah! And
heav’n and nature sing, And he shall reign for
ever and ever. Joy to the world, the Savior
reigns; Hallelujah! Let men their tongues
employ. While fields, and floods, and rocks,
and plains repeat the sounding joy, He rules
the world with truth and grace, and makes
the nations prove. The glories of his righteous-
ness, and wonders of his love, Hallelujah!

24. ANGELS O’ER THE FIELDS WERE
FLYING

Angels o’er the fields were flying, sounded a
hymn from heav’n on high; Mountain echoes
all replying Cast far and wide the gladsome
cry:

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherd, for whom this laudation, where-
fore do all these anthems ring? What victor,
what conqu’ring nation calls forth this festal
caroling?

They announce the birth and glory, Of Him
who saves all Israel; And to spread the joyful
story, Thus to the Lord their anthem swell:

Seek we all the happy dwelling, That has
beheld His birth today; Unto Him our praises
telling Bid we our hearts and voices say:
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